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Empirical comparative study
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Background

Participatory budgeting is part of a wide movement 
to open municipal budget. One of the principal ideas 
is to turn budget plan understandable to citizens and 
involve them in the discussion on incomes and  
expenditures. 

The present study focuses on “participatory 
budgeting” as a special case of “open budgeting”. 
The idea consists in comparing experiences based on 
the same criterions.

What is participatory budgeting? 

1. The financial and/or budgetary dimension must be discussed; 
PB is dealing with the problem of limited resources 

2.    The city level has to be involved, or a (decentralised) district 
with an elected body and some power over administration 
(the neighbourhood level is not enough) 

3. It has to be a repeated process. (one meeting or one 
referendum on financial issues are not examples of 
participatory budgeting)

4. The process must include some form of public deliberation 
within the framework of specific forums (the opening of 
administrative meetings or classical representative instances 
to “normal” citizens is not PB) 

5. Some accountability (feedback) on the output
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Population of cities/districts with participatory budgets in Europe
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Participatory Budgets in Germany 
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Transparency on public finances in 19 selected cities/districts with 
participatory budget
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Effects of participatory budgets on social justice in 19* selected 
cities/districts

9

8

1

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

no impact partly impact strong impact

R�������)'������������	�����



