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Passing go: Mansfield groups prosper through Community chest!
A host of community groups are celebrating after they were voted funds from a community pot offered by Mansfield District Council, Notts Police and the Home Office.

A total of £60,000 was available in the District Council’s pilot Participatory Budgeting scheme.
£30,000 from the District Council was been matched by £20,000 from the Home Office and £10,000 from Notts Police Authority to fund community safety projects.

Having established a set of local priority issues at Area Assembly meetings over the last three months; more than 240 residents living in West, South and East Mansfield attended an event, listened to presentations and deliberated on a wide range of projects that addressed these issues.
Projects voted funding include:
· West Mansfield: Crescent Primary School, who were given funding to set-up an allotment for the school; Bull Farm Football club were also granted funding to register in the FA league.
· South Mansfield: Cantamus Girls’ Choir were given funding to give workshops to extend their expertise to both girls and boys from the South Mansfield area and who attend Samworth Church Academy; Notts Police were allocated money to fund a smart water project to benefit the residents of the East Titchfield beat.
· East Mansfield: The Sherwood Centre were given money to take senior citizens on a trip and provide lunch also to buy a small amplifier and microphone; Forest Town Community Council gained funds for a CCTV camera in Kingsway Hall, Forest Town.

Similar Participatory Budgeting events will be held later in 2009 for residents in Mansfield Woodhouse and Warsop to vote funding for projects in their neighbourhoods.

Tony Egginton, Executive Mayor of Mansfield District Council, commented: “I am pleased that so many residents turned up to vote at these pilot Participatory Budgeting events and have taken an active interest in helping improve their area.”

“I would like to send my congratulations to all of the groups who have been successful in receiving funding and look forward to residents in Mansfield Woodhouse and Warsop being given the opportunity to vote on projects that will help improve their communities.”

Speaking at the West Mansfield event, Chief Constable of Notts Police, Julia Hodson, said: “I am impressed that so many people have turned out and supported these causes.”

“This community pot is another way to make life better for all of us.  Just a few hundred pounds makes a huge difference to get projects off the ground.”

Alan Budge from the Participatory Budgeting Unit, added: “The outcomes of  these pilot Participatory Budgeting events held here in Mansfield have been overwhelmingly positive.”

“The turnout has demonstrated a commitment in the community to support projects in their local areas and it is evident that the amount of money available in funding gave them confidence in the process.”
Ends
Notes to Editors

Community, voluntary and statutory organisations as well as members of the public supported by their local councillor have been bidding for funding between £100 and £10,000 to support projects to improve their communities.

All of the groups and individuals who have submitted bids are required to deliver a short presentation about their bid and residents attending the event vote on which projects should receive public funding, according to agreed priorities for each area.

For further information on this press release; please contact James Taylor, 

Public Relations Officer, on 01623 463376 or e-mail: jamestaylor@mansfield.gov.uk 
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